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— CHARACTER — 



Mao Motomiya 

Second-year high 
school student. Without 
a place to call home, 
Mao moves into Hiro's 
house. Mao is secretly 
writing an online 
autobiography under 
the pen name Kukai. 


Hiro Nakamura 

Businessman with 
housewife tendencies. 
Mao's childhood friend. 
He's been working to protect 
their home ever since his 
parents died in his third year 
of high school. He's watching 
over the house, hoping to 
once again live with his 
sister and brother. 


Chi-chan CChihiro) 

Mao's friend. 

She likes Oda-kun 
and confessed to 
him, but... 


Oda-kun 

Mao's classmate 
since first year. Had 
a thing for Mao, but 
was rejected and is 
heartbroken. 


Sugimoto-san 

Hiro's coworker. 
She's a fan of 
Mao's novel. 
Her nickname is 
"Radical." 

She likes Hiro. 


Paiki Nakamura 

Hiro's little brother. In 
his second year of high 
school. He moved in 
with an uncle after their 
parents died, but he 
has decided to return 
to the Nakamura house. 
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— STORY — 


' I N 

Rfter her father gets remarried, Mao feels like she no longer has a home. 
Riming for independence, she is now staying with her childhood friend Hiro. 

Hiro's younger brother Paiki recently moved in, and the three of them are 
all living together. Hiro is kind and takes good care of Mao, and she's fallen 
for him. However, during a work retreat, her friend Radical has decided 
she's going to confess her own feelings to Hiro, and she heads to his room. 

While Hiro's gone, Mao is home alone with Paiki, who has secret 
feelings for her. What is he planning now?/ 

















Vo\unne 0- 



I wanted to draw a girl 
in a school uniform with 
a ponytail. So I did. 

I want to make friends 
with a high school girl. 





Another Mao 








This imagined version 
of high school Hiro 
shows up in this story. 


I think I'm extra good at 
drawing the embarrassing 
fantasies girls have. 

































W&M 


What's i 
with] this jf 
weird anxious i 
feeling? In 


I'm getting 
^ anxious}., f 


Hmmn. 




























































































going 

on?/ 


It's 

nothing. 


Wh-what 
was that? 
What's 
































































































































































































































































































I think: 
this was a 
great choice, 
Suglmoto. 


Thank, 
you very 
much/ 


Sendai 
was fun. 


~——-_ZZ^Scoe 























































Is this 
the same 
thing as 
yesterday? 


fP o'gsM 

fhepstill l 

fw'antYtp l 

Wtalfitcm 

Mmm 


If she's 
looking at me 
like that, then 
I have to... 


I have to think 
about Hina now. 






















































































































































I'm 

Home/ 

Who's 

here? 











































































































































































































































































































But she 
won't go 
home. 


I think 
she should 
just relax 
already. 



































































the point 


just going 
to lose 
my nerve? 


But 

I guess 
she really 
hates 
me that 
much. 


... then 
she 
should 
just come 
home 
already. 


atone. 


I'll 

move 

out 

Wwn'i 


What's 


if I'm 


f It doesn't 
/ really matter if 
\ she hates me, 

/ though. I'll come 

back as many 
times as I need 
1 For things to get 
\ back to the way 


































































































Was I 
trying to 
save... 


simulated 
version 
of Hina? 


Rnd 
trying 
to save 
myself 
through 
it, too? 


... conflating v 
Mao and 
Hina with 
each other? 


In that 

case , I'm just 
disgusting. 
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VRMMM 





































She was 
waiting 
for me! 


Pid she 
want to talk 
to me about 
liking me or 
hating me or 
something 
like that?! 


mm 


♦Etwtf**®!'*' 


w asn't. 

Wife?!/ 


Huh ?! 


























\SMLK 


I 0uess 
she 
hates 
me. 


Oh, 
really? 
I see. 


Well, 
some¬ 
times 
middle 
schoolers 
are just 
like that/ 


VQMMM 



fW 



4M1- 


















































Was It all Was It really 

just my creepy nothing ? 

misunder- 































































































































































































...and how 
sometimes 
I saw you as 
a substitute 
for Hina. 


...you've been 
so much help 
to me, Hiro. 


It's weird 
that you'd 
apologize 
for that. 


;: 















It's 

different 

now, 

though. 


Completely 

different. 





















You've 

too 

dose! 


UGHHH. 


Things 

aren't 

going 

well... 


...at Hina's 
new place, 
right? 


mTrnTrrn:in:nrn:ri 


I Just 


:( : . ' 

m ; : h 

t like it 


U.. ; ;j 

was with 


[ Lii— 

me. 
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^ Before the Trip 


























































































































































































Well, yeah. Trying hard? 
I guess you 
could say 
I'm trying. 



I'm 

probably 
not making 
any 

progress. 


Rah... Making 

Yeah. no 

progress? 













































...irritatingly 
depreseed about 
this whole thing. 



































































































































































































































































































































































































That's 
not true 
at all. 


You don't 
want to 
make her 
feel uncom¬ 
fortable, do 
you? 


She still 
doesn't have 
anywhere 
else to go. 


...don't do 
weird stuff 
to Mao. 






















































































When I 
..was back 
'at-home... 


..I didn't want 
anything that** 
was there'// 


So I had 
• nothing/nowhere 
I belonged. 


I just 
waited and 
wasted time. 


That's why 
I started 
writing that 
story online. 

I was running 
from reality. 


Thinking 
about it now, 
I really had 
nowhere else 
to run. 














































How does 
Hina-chan 
feel right 
mow? 


I think 
I cam 

understand. 


• - 


- ; -—— 


I ...actually 
belong to 
\Hina-chan. 

\ t r 


Right now, 
all .the things 
ylihave... 


In this house, 

I have everything 
I ever yvanted. 
So many things. 


PH of it.’ Hiro and Paiki's 
kindness .. 
Croquette and 
. fc^Wakafa-chan;..' 


It's all really 
Hina-chan's 
stuff. 




































So, please, 
come home 
soon. 

:,: ; .: v 


I think.. 


...I can 
make more 
progress, too. 


...to 

pay Hiro 
and Paiki 
back for 
everything. 


Pud 
plus, I 
want to 
be able 




































This is wrong, 
I shouldn't 
be crying. 



But If I'm 
really rot a 
replacemert 
for Hlra... 


I was happy. 


^You're rot 
a substitute 
for Hlra-char 
ary mo re." 


HJro 
said It 
himself... 



















Since when 
did I have so 
many people 
waiting For 
me to come 
home? 





































































































































































































































































































































































































What's 
with that 
sad face? 


I probably 
couldn't 
wake up 
early, 
anyway. 


Right? 



















































































































































































Pnd I 
acted like 
a jerk when 
she started 
working here . 1 




I shouldjbem 
happy../jjo ^wn yi 
is it that ailTlm 
cantfhinkXofim 
issom e/byattyl 
little t eena 'gerX 
whose bo okin g* 

coufi&M 

someonei^m 


fUmustJb'e) 


Just 
looking 
at her gives 
you this 
peaceful 
feeling . 1 


I mean, 
she's 
incredibly 
cute . 1 




























































...I can't 
say anything 
to her until 
she moves 
bach home. 
I know that. 




























Please 
just 
answer 
me by 








































































































































































































































I'm 

moving 

ahead. 


C0_ 































































































But to where? 













/School JTrip 



gr/ 





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Though I 
guess it was 
my fault we 
stopped talking 
as much from 
the start. 


I'm glad 
we can still 
be friends, 
anyway. 


Well, 

what was I 
supposed 
to do? 































































































































































Wow/ 

I would 
never 
have 
figured 
it out/ 


But 

still, I'm 
happy. 


She 

totally 

would/ 


Yeah/ 
Mao 
would 
like it. 


This is a 
pretty fun 
place. 


But it's 
more fun 
because 
I'm here 
with Oda- 
kun. 



































































































































































































5HIV/EIZ. SHIV£^gSHI'/£R. 
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almost ^ 
more than I 
can stand. 


I love 
theirea! 

* 



...he pulled 
me out of 
the darkness. 



Sven though 
I really feel like 
the anxiety Is 
going to crush 
me to death. 


I want that, 
no mapte$who 
Hlrg^endsHup 
falling tin# 
love* with _ 


* This time, 

I want to 
become a 
source of 
light for him. 









































































Thames to 
Sugimoto-san, 
everything's dear. 


Find now what am 
I going to do? 










EMM 




whole 

family. 
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It's better 
than 

having to 
keep track 
of a bunch 
o f lies. 


Let's 
just tell 
everyone 
we're 
dating... 


Wh- 
what 
do I 
do? 


You'd 
rather 
that than 
they know 
we're living 
together, 
right? 






























































































































































































































































































































































Something Important 





















































What if you 
had the choice 
to go out with 
me for real? 































































































































Huh? 
You're 
still up? 


Bath¬ 

room? 


I'm \ 
going to j 
sleep. I j 


Pam/i it! 


Why did I say 
it at a time 
like that?! 
What's wrong 
with me?! 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Come see 
Mom, okay? 
I wanna see 
you again, 
too. Par 
chan! 


W EEE H , 

::: 

























































































There's 
really 
nothing 
between us, 
so I don't 
mind. 

















































































































































































































































































































































































You're an 




y\H 

||S 



f rm m 

>£>: wBp i 









































































...I'm thinking Even right But I'm 
about someone now... not a nice 
else entirety. person, 

really. 


) 

1 


\ 



I'm sorry. 




























































































The high 
school girl I 
was friends with 
as a kid, who I 
thoughtlessly 
took in. 



The first person 
in my long-awaited, 
brand-new family: 
Mao. 



She couldn't 
feed herself ; 
she couldn't 
dean up 
after herself. 


She was 
useless s 
without 
met really. 


Without me, 
she couldn't 
do anything. 


R selfish, 
stubborn 
little crybaby 
of a kitten. 










































that 

wasn't how 
it was at all. 


I'd been 

putting 
ion a 'brave 
face. 


"J don't 
have a 
problem 
with living 
on my 
own/' 


I kept 
that 

thought in 
/my heart : 
the''whole: 
time. 


Being ■ with-hem 
made me remember 
the feeling^?F^ff 
being with family 
for the first time 
in a while. 


Was I actually 
afraid to face 
the fact that I 
was lonely? 


Pid 

you tell 
them? 


I'm not 
sure, at 
this point. 


Or was I 
simply afraid 
to face the 
family I hadn't 
really spoken 
to in a while? 


If you 
Haven't 
told them 
you want 
to live with 
them, they 
probably 
just don't 
know. 


...it was stupid 
not to be honest 
with them. 


It's like she 
told me... 


















...as she 
searched for 
a place to 
call home. 


But even 
so, I had 
to keep 
watching 
over her... 


I was 
useless 
without 
her. 


Find be fore 
I realized It, 
I couldn't 
do anything 
without 
Mao. 


...that 

I don't want 
to call anywhere 
home If it's 
without her. 


I wish 
I could tell 
her to stop 
looking... 



























































































































IL 


































































































































What did 
you do? nil 
alone... 


Maybe 

he... 


...missed 
me just a 
little bit? 


I thought 
about you so 
Mery much. 


I thought 
about 
you, Mao. 






















































































































































Today you 
just have to 
accept it. 
































































Oh, it's hie 
friends from 
over there. 


# EXTRA CHAPTER # 

R Girl's Worries 


























































































































































































































\ V 














































End o£ extra chapter 







































Shockingly, it was Hiro who kissed her! 


... could 
Hiro be 
thinking?! 


What 
in the 
world... 


Announcement 


He was 
restraining 
himself all 
this time, 
now... 


















I know that 
if I don't 
home and 
Hina-chan 
doesn't 
back 




Pud what 
movement is Hiro 
actually making?,! 


HO USEl.SU N 


In 

addition! 



Popular right now/ 
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